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By ANN MORRIS
Courier Staff Writer

Both the audience and the cast
wore hunter green and golden
yellowatlﬁmwnepemry'rhea
ter's premiere Of “Killiw’ and
Chillin’ in the Hood.”

'l‘heplaydramahzesﬂ:ehfeof
rival street gangs—the Loot and
the Mobsters—who choose green
andyellowasﬂ:elr“eolors."'me
characters were an extension of
ﬂ:elifeexperiameofmanﬁntbe
audience, . :

Howwelldidplaywrightslee
Kiburi and Rob Permy capture the
process of an African-American

community’s effort to understand
© “You've got that right””
Another chara

Kunmdevelopeacnaracm who'

were composites of a community
—parents whose children have
been shot, gang members who
have been' sentenced to prison,
m H acti
and bystanders. .

Kiburi sat with the audience on

opemngmghtandobsmedthexr
reaction to the images before
them as if they were in a church'
service. .

Intheplay,Sk:p,wholovestele-
vigion shows like “Cops” and
“NYPD Blue” bemuse they're
“go real,” discovers his1l-year-old
son, Damell, is selling drugs.

He asked, ‘“How can you live in
the same home with your own
ghild?and not know what he’s

oing

The audience responded, ¥
better pay attention.”

A drug dealer who-goes by the
name of Santa Clam offers Dar-
nellawell-paidjob ‘slingmg,’"ﬂns
is his business. ..

The audlence responded

body was afrai '
probectors.l feltkﬁlower!ul. |
wanted the to kill for me, to -

avenge the death of my son.”
‘“She lost her 7> was the

response from the audience.
Assata, in the tradition of the

Black liberation movement of the

’Gm.opensha-hometoﬂleeom-

t?;andtead:esﬂmtmoneyis
I’]Ot the measure of aman

She tells another character,
Robbie, *“Have I ever told you how

muchittm'nsmeonthatym;

The playwrights, eager to include

",ROBPENNY

gang truce for almost 2% hours. .

rainsonme.Homq,holdltl

:-' - Spead it!* Shut upl” regards.

as natural as rain:
Anoﬂmstmngvlsualimageis

. oneofﬂleymmgmaleeharaeten

stépping into a circle of dancers—

4 aymmgboyistryingtoﬂndbis
8 variety of realife stories and Oneshortpoem Togight, it |

fooﬁnginﬂlequlckdanoeoflih
A break from violent
of life in the inner-city, “Killin’
%&‘““m‘a&mw e
until
Mmmmavaﬂab!eat
Ticketmaster. - -
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